
— The Medical Times (Sept. 19) says editorially :
" In our opinion, the time has now come for the officers
of past International Medical Congresses to meet to-
gether, and decide that, unless the pledge given at

Copenhagen is kept, and all attempts to embroil the
Congress in ethical disputes are unconditionally given
up, the acceptance of the invitation to meet at Wash-
ington should be rescinded, and arrangements made to
hold the Congress of 1887 in a country where the
medical profession possesses greater solidarity."
—

A physician recently returned from Montreal,
says the public has no idea of the extent of the epidemic
of small-pox in that city. He says there are at present at
least four thousand cases. The fanaticism of the French-
Canadians, evinced by their anti-vaccination riots,
which we reported last week, seems to have a strong
tinge of race bitterness. They console themselves by
the thought that at all events the English are being
swept off by the scourge. Even when it was pointed
out toone of them that of sixty freshly reported deaths,
fifty were of French-Canadians, the reply came

—" Well, at least there are ten Englishmen dead."
M. Marey has communicated to the Académie des

Sciences his last researches on the locomotion of man
and animals. He especially aimed at ascertaining the
trajectory or curve described by a portion of a living-
body in motion. The experimenter formerly used in-
stantaneous photography, but this method he considered
to be faulty, because inevitably the curve described
was only represented in height and length, both thick-
ness and perspective being neglected. M. Marey now
uses stereoscopy. His researches have revealed some

interesting facts concerning the act of walking, in the
normal state and in lameness, the flight of birds, and
the action of the feet of horses.

—

Professor Laskowski, of the University of Geneva,
who is probably the most successful embalmer in
Europe, is reported in the Lancet to use an injecting
liquid consisting of a mixture of carbolic acid, chloride
of zinc, and corrosive sublimate, with the addition of-an
odoriferous essence. This solution is as clear as crystal,
and pleasant to smell. A body skillfully treated by Dr.
Laskowksi's method assumes " the natural and agree-
able expression " it bore immediately after death, and
the skin becomes firm and as white as Carrara marble.

—

That the science of vital statistics is developing
in the Orient is shown by the following anecdote which
comes to one of our contemporaries from Berhampore,
which is somewhere in the Madras Presidency. It is
the duty of the tahsildar (head man of the village) to
send in to the collector or head-officer of the district, a
periodical return of all diseases, births, marriages,
deaths, etc., in his village. In one of these returns
the collector discovered there were no births shown,
and called upon the tahsildar for an explanation. He
replied, " Your Honor will find the births included
under the heading ' bowel complaints.' "

—

Dr. F. E. Stewart writes in the Philadelphia Medi-
cal Times (Sept. 19) in favor of the use oi coca leaves

in the form of cigars or cigarettes. He concludes that
coca smoked seems to produce the same effect on the
system as coca taken internally in the form of fluid
extract, wine, or elixir, but not in such a marked
degree. Coca itself is known to be stimulant, tonic,
and restorative to the system in the treatment of various
diseases marked by debility and exhaustion. Nervous
debility and exhaustion in all its forms, whether caused
by diseases or excesses, are said to be relieved by it.
Fatigue disappears, to be followed by a feeling of inde-
scribable calm and satisfaction, increased strength of
brain and muscle, and desire for mental and muscular
occupation.
—

According to a Paris correspondent of the Philadel-
phia Medical Times, it was stated in a paper by Dr.
Block, " On the State of the Prepuce in Infant Jews,"
that two operators had made some four thousand seven
hundred and ninety-nine circumcisions. They found
that they very often had to operate on rudimentary
prepuces not covering the gland. In more rare cases

(one in five hundred, about) an absence (complete) of
the prepuce was found.

—

A suggestion which may enhance the* value of
photography in medical jurisprudence, is that of M.
Gosse, for restoring a life-like expression to the eyes
of dead bodies. The method consists in placing a few
drops of glycerine and water on the cornea.

BOSTON.

—

The City Council formally inspected on Septem-
ber 30, the new hospital on Deer Island, which has
been erected by the city under the supervision of the
Board of Directors for Public Institutions. The hos-
pital is of wood and is one story in height except for
the reception building which is two stories. There are
three wards communicating only by corridors. The
appointments are of the best for the comfort of pa-
tients, physicians and nurses. The building was

opened for patients October 1.

Miscellany.

FLATULENT COLIC IN HORSES.

The American Agriculturist for July says that when
Professor Gamgee was in this country, he said to the
writer that more horses died of colic than of any other
malady, and he suggested a remedy which has been
published in the American Agriculturist, and been
found efficacious, we doubt not, by thousands of horse
owners. The remedy, simply stated, is copious injec-
tions of cold or tepid water— that is, cold but not too
cold. Water that has the temperature of the air in
the summer time is right

—

say seventy to ninety de-
grees. The best way to apply it is to use a huge
funnel, holding about two quarts, to which a rubber
tube, three feet long, is attached, ami this is terminated
by a tin nozzle about fourteen inches long, tapering to
a quarter-inch opening. This end should be protected
by a lump of solder, so as to prevent injury to the
parts. The funnel is filled with water at the level of
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the horse's rump, and then lifted up as high as possi-
ble. Four to six quarts will usually be sufficient to
start the wind ; then stand clear. Relief follows at
once.
There are many causes of colic, as a sudden change

of food, hard work or active exercise after feeding,
very rapid eating (as after long fasting and hard
work), the chill experienced when exposed to too
rapid cooling off after sweating

—

these are some of
the common causes, and are conditions to be avoided
at any rate. Care will almost always prevent colic,and the above simple remedy will generally cure it ;
we have never known it to fail.

RECENT RESIGNATIONS FROM THE INTER-
NATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS ORGANI-
ZATION.
The following resignations in addition to those pre-

viously published in these columns, are reported : Dr.
John C. Dal ton, of New York, from the Presidency
of the Section of Physiology ; Dr. R, B. Maury. of
Memphis, the Vice-Presidency of the Section of Gyn-aecology ; Dr. Thomas F. Rochester, of Buffalo, the
Nice-Presidency of the Section of Medicine ; Dr. E.
Fletcher Ingalls, of Chicago, the Secretaryship of the.Section of Laryngology; President Oilman, of Johns
Hopkins University, the Councillorehip in the Section
of Medical Education, Legislation, and Registration;Dr. Thomas T. Sabine, of New York, the Councillor-
ship in the Section of Anatomy ; Dr. Thomas M.
Markoe, of New York, the Councillorship in the Sec-
tion of Surgery; and Dr. E. G. Loring, of New York,the Councillorship in the Section of Ophthalmology;Dr. William II. Welch, of Johns Hopkins University,from the Secretaryship of the Section of Pathology ;Drs. T. A. McGraw, of Detroit, and J. R. Weist, of
Richmond, Indiana, Councillorships in the Section of
Surgery ; Dr. E. II. Hazen, of Davenport, Iowa, theCouncillorship in the Section of Otology; and Dr. E.L. Shurley, of Detroit, Mich., a Councillorship in the
Section of Laryngology.

DEATH OF DR. PAUL BORNER.
The death of Dr. Paul Borner at the age of fifty-

six, after a brief illness, is reported. He was widelyknown as the editor of the Deutsche Medicinische
Wochenscrift.

CHRONIC ALCOHOLISM.
ACCORDING to the British Medical Journal, Messrs.Dujardin-Beaumetz and Andigó have communicated

to the institute the result of their researches on chronic
alcoholism. From June, 1879 to July, 1883, eighteenpigs were experimented upon, each of them with a dif-ferent sort of alcohol, such as ethylic and nieth\lie-alcohol, alcohol prepared from corn, beet-root, and
potatoes (pure and impure), absinthe, and tincture ofabsinthium. These were given daily with the food,in the dose of one to one and a half grams of alcohol,two grams of absinthe, and two centigrams of tinctureabsinthii for one kilogram of the weight of the body.The symptoms of intoxication by alcohol were sleepi-ness and prostration, vomiting of bile and glairymucus, diarrhoea, and sometimes intestinal haemorrhage,dyspnoea, tremor, and incomplete paralysis of the hind

legs. Some animals which were killed or died during
the experiment were examined by Professor Cornil.
He found congestion of the digestive tube, sometimes
causing haemorrhage ; congestion and inflammation of
the liver, but without cirrhosis ; congestion of the
lungs ; and, finally, atheroma of the large blood-vessels,
especially the aorta. The animals were not emaciated,
but presented numerous extravasations of blood into
the subcutaneous and muscular tissues. Impure alco-
hol had a much more rapid and deleterious influence
than rectified alcohol. The symptoms caused by ab-
sinthe aud tincture absinthii were excitement, and
spasmodic contractions of the muscles and cutaneous
hyperesthesia, but true epilepsy was never noticed.

THE DISPOSAL OF LONDON'S SEWAGE.
The city of London has reached a point in the de-

velopment of its sewerage system where it finds it im-
possible longer to discharge its sewage unchanged into
the Thames. Two plans tire now, therefore, under
consideration, as we learn from the Medical Times
(September 19). Of these the first is that of Sir Jo-
seph Bazalgette, the official adviser to the Metropolitan
Board of Works. He proposes to carry the sewqge
from the southern outfall under the Thames by means
of a huge siphon to a point near Rainham, and thence
to convey the sewage of both north and south London
in a culvert nearly twenty miles in length to Thames
Haven, where, ¡liter some sort of depuration, it would
be pumped into the river, which here has become an
arm of the sea. The objection to this plan is, that in
order to produce an effluent of sufficient purity nothing
would avail but chemical treatment, this one is out of
the question on account of its cost and the impossibility
of disposing of the enormous quantity of so-called
native guano that would be produced. The action of
sea-water on sewage, coagulating the albuminoid mat-
ters and transforming the sulphates into sulphides, would
lead to consequences scarcely, if at all, less grave than
exist at present, and the Local Board of Southend
would justly resent the pollution of the waters in their
immediate proximity.
Mr. Bailey Dentón and Colonel A. S. Jones have

proposed a scheme, which, bold as it may appear, is
considered by our contemporary to be quite feasible.
It is to convert the Island of Canvey into a vast sew-
age farm. This island has an area of 5,000 acres of
low alluvial land reclaimed from the sea. Its surface
is ten feet below high water mark, but it is protected
by a sea wall fourteen feet high. Leaving a zone of
a mile in width on the northern side of the island, or
that adjoining the Essex coast, on which the necessary
buildings would be erected, they would divide the rest
of the area, about 4,000 acres, into a series of irriga-
tion fields and filter beds, in which the sewage, brought
by the culvert proposed by Sir Joseph, would be
pumped, and there treated by precipitation and down-
ward intermittent filtration. As Canvey Island is
only a mile further eastwards than Thames Haven,
a very slight extension of the culvert would be re-

quired. It is claimed that the effluent resulting from
the proposed method of treatment would not have the
slighest deteriorating effect on the sea-water, being in
fact far purer than the water of the Medway and other
rivers flowing into the Thames. At Merthyr Tvdvil
it has been shown to contain but .012 of organic ni-
trogen and .025 parts of ammonia in 100,000 parts, a
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composition little removed from that of potable waters.
Even now a slimy mud lines the sea-shore at Leigh
and Southend, and it is in the highest degree probable
that Sir J. Bazalgette's scheme would ruin these towns
as health resorts, and be most detrimental to the fish-
eries. From these objections Mr. Denton's scheme is
free, and the additional cost would be insignificant.The island could be acquired by a rate on the metrop-
olis of three farthings in the pound, and the work of
buying out the 300 inhabitants" who are now saddled
with a rate of 13s. Ad. in the pound for the repair of
their sea-wall could not be very expensive. It is cal-
culated that the island would suffice for the treatment
of the entire sewage of the metropolis for a hundred
years, by which time the accumulated sludge would
have raised the level of its surface to that of the sea-
wall. And then

—

if there is need to speculate as to
so remote a future— it might revert to agriculture,
and perhaps a new Canvey be reclaimed from the sea,
or the scene of operations be removed to the boundless
flats of Foulness.

CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS IX A UOLLER-
SKATER.

At a recent meeting of the Brooklyn Pathological
Society (New York Medical Journal, September 26),Dr. George W. Gushing reported the following case.
lie said that, about midnight of March 11, 1885, he
had been called to see the patient (J. C), who was

twenty-eight years old and of fine muscular develop-
ment. He was restless, with a hot, dry skin, the pulse
135, the temperature 104° F., the respiration labored,
headache, and the pupils contracted and intolerant of
light. He also had marked pharyngitis and bronchial
congestion. He was averse to talking and to being
disturbed. A febrifuge mixture was ordered, also bro-
mide of potassium. Subsequently the man's wife gave
the following history : Her husband had beeu engaged
in a roller-skating match at the Madison Square Gar-
den the week before, ending at midnight March 7th.
He was at home the next day (Sunday), and rested a

part of the time, but was unable to eat. and seemed
very much exhausted. He went to New York on

Monday, for the purpose of getting the money due
him from the proceeds of the contest, and did not re-
turn until Tuesday, when he had symptoms of an
ordinary " cold." The patient's surroundings were so

poor that it was impracticable for all the speaker's di-
rections to be carried out, and, when he called the next
morning, he found that stupor was gradually setting
in. There were urinary incontinence and spontaneous
bloody evacuations from the bowels : there was also
great difficulty in taking food and medicines, and the
head was rigidly drawn back. The ankles and feet
were swollen and chafed from the pressure of the
skates. Cerebro-spinal meningitis was diagnosticated,and counter-irritants were applied to the spine and the
back of the head, with cold to the top of the head. He
continued to grow worse until the 15th, when the
speaker was called in haste, and found him dead

—

he
had probably been dead for several hours. The au-

topsy confirmed the diagnosis, the case having been
jilaced in the Coroner's hands as a matter of public
interest in connection with the present furor in regard
to roller-skating.The following condition of the brain and the cord
was demonstrated :—

The dura mater of the brain and cord presented
nothing abnormal. The pia mater, however, was yel-
low, and about 3 mm. thick over the anterior half of
the cerebral convexity on either side. All over this
area, the convolutions, including the upper two temporo-
sphenoidal convolutions, were hidden from sight ; but
over the posterior half of the convexity the convolu-
tions were distinctly discernible, and only the sulci
were filled with pus. The inferior, or orbital, surfaces
of the frontal lobes were deeply injected, but not pur-
ulent. The yellow thickening of the pia was also no-
ticeable in the anterior half of the great median fissure
of the brain, and extended half-way down to the cor-
pus callosuni. This purulent condition of the pia ex-
tended to the base of the brain, along the Sylvian fis-
sure, to the interpeduncular space, where the same

suppurative condition of the pia was noticeable. That
covering the pons and surrounding the medulla was af-
fected in like manner. The intra-meiiingeal space of
the cord was filled with pus to such an extent as to
distend the dura, and well up in the incision made into
the membrane in the lower part of the vertebral canal,
preparatory to extracting the cord. The pia, through-
out the whole length of the cord, was thick and yel-
low, while the cord itself was softened throughout its
whole extent below the cervical enlargement. It was
also sclerosed on the left side in the upper thoracic re-
gion, the white portion being principally affected.
In regard to the aetiology of the case, Dr. Leuf would

differ with those gentlemen who would attribute the
man's death to a healthful and beneficial exercise.
That the prolonged mental and physical strain to which
he had necessarily been subjected, together with the
known privation and exposure, were important factors
bringing about the termination of the disease, no one
could or would deny ; yet it was wrong, he thought, to
consider them the causes of the trouble. When we re-
flected how little there was in the way of precedent
for such a supposition, in the face of extremely pro-
longed and excessive walking, running, rowing, swim-
ming, and the like, it was fairer and more rational to
infer that this meningeal inflammation had been brought
about by a pre-existing cause. Still, the case might
accomplish much good by checking the rage for roller-
skating, although it was desirable that as many per-
sons as possible should avail themselves of this grace-
ful and harmless exercise within proper limits. Prob-
ably it should not be indulged iu much more than half
an hour at any one time. It was interesting to inquire
how much work the craze was likely to bring to gy-
naecologists and to specialists in diseases of the chest,
and perhaps to neurologists.

Correspondence.

INTRODUCTION OF ANIMAL VACCINATION
INTO AMERICA BY DR. MARTIN.

Mr. Editor.
—

I desire to submit the following corres-
pondence to the candid consideration of my brethren of the
regular profession :

— 27 Dudley St., Sept. 19, 1885.
Thomas Waterman, M.D.,
Dear Sir.

—

My attention has just been called to an
article in the Boston Post of September 15th. in which the
statement appears that in 1867, you and Dr. Gareeau im-
ported animal vaccine virus from Berlin, vaccinated a
series of calves, and, during the small-pox epidemic of that
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